300 N. WASHINGTON SQ.
LANSING, Ml 48913

CUSTOMER
CONTACT CENTER
517 373 9808

WWW. MICHIGAN.ORG

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MATTHEW P, CULLEN
Chair
General Motors

PHILIP H. POWER
Vice-Chair
HomeTown Communications
Network

DONALD E. JAKEWAY
President & CED

RICHARD E. BLOUSE JR., CCE

Detroit Regional Chamber

JOHN W. BROWN
Stryker Corporation

DR. DAVID E. COLE
Center for
Automotive Research

JOANN CRARY
Saginaw Future Inc.

DR. HAIFA FAKHOURI
Arab American and
Chaldean Council

STEVEN K. HAMP
The Henry Ford

HAYDEM H. HARRIS
EDF Ventures

PAUL HILLEGONDS
Detroit Renaissance

DAVID HOLLISTER
Michigan Department of
Labor & Economic Growth

GEORGE JACKSON JR.
Detroit Economic Growth
Corporation

MICHAEL J. JANDERNOA
Bridge Street Capital
Partners, LLC.

MAYOR ROBERT B. JOMNES
City of Kalamazoo

BIRGIT M. KLOHS
The Right Place, Inc.

DR. IRVIN D, REID
Wayne State University

RICHARD SHOEMAKER
UAW International

S. MARTIN TAYLOR
DTE Energy Company

GARY TORGOW
Sterling Group

PETER S. WALTERS
Guardian Industries Corp.

MICHIGAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 15, 2004

Contact: Paul Krepps
(517) 335-4590

Fremont Celebrates Blueprint Designation
State Grants $15,000 to Create Downtown Development Plan

Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) representatives
joined Fremont officials today to celebrate the city’s designation as one of 11
communities to participate in the 2004 “Blueprint for Michigan’s Downtowns”
program. The program will help Fremont leaders formulate a comprehensive action
plan to address economic development challenges and encourage growth. Fremont
will receive $15,000 from the MEDC and the Michigan State Housing Development
Authority (MSHDA), and provide an additional $15,000 for its local match.

“The knowledge that Fremont will gain from working with one of the best
downtown development consulting firms in the country will be extremely valuable to
the community,” said MEDC President and CEO Don Jakeway. “The city will come
away with a customized plan for the future to make the most of its unique strengths
and address its ongoing challenges.”

As a Blueprint community, Fremont will work with the MEDC and the
national firm of HyettPalma to develop an action plan. The process includes
defining a long term economic development vision, conducting a market analysis to
determine the potential of the downtown area, formulating a definitive course of
action and encouraging the formation of a public/private management team to
implement the plan. HyettPalma will make its initial visit to Fremont next April.
Formulating the plan will take approximately five months, with implementation
estimated to take five years.

“The City of Fremont has long had a successful partnership with our Downtown
Development Authority and the Fremont Area Chamber of Commerce,” said
Fremont City Manager Chris Yonker. “Our Downtown, like most others in this
country, is transitioning away from a predominantly retail to a mixed-use district.
The Blueprints program comes to us at a very opportune time so that we may
create a new and exciting vision for our already successful Downtown. We look
forward to working with HyettPalma as they help us develop a comprehensive,
market-driven approach to adding even more energy to our never ending

commitment to Downtown.”



The MEDC and MSHDA have committed a total of $200,000 to fund this year's
Blueprint program.

The Michigan Economic Development Corporation, a partnership between the state
and local communities, promotes smart economic growth by developing strategies and
providing services to create and retain good jobs and a high quality of life. For more

information about the MEDC, visit the Web site at www.michigan.org.
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