Fremont Community Joint Comprehensive and Growth Management Plan
City of Fremont – Sheridan Charter Township – Dayton Township

2021 Community Survey Results
Overview
The 2021 Fremont Community Survey was open for roughly two months, and it garnered a total of
370 responses. Community members received notice of an online survey through a mailer included
in the City of Fremont newsletter, a paper survey flyer, and via social media. Paper copies were also
available at Fremont City Hall, which were collected and compiled with the online survey results.
Below is a summary and analysis of the survey questions and responses.

Survey Questions & Responses
General
Question 1: In your opinion, what are the three most pressing issues in the Fremont
Community?
Lack of housing choices
Lack of activities for youth
Lack of employees
Drug and other substance abuse
Lack of jobs
Lack of employees w/ specialized skills/certifications
No population growth
Other (please specify)
Lack of childcare
Lack of home maintenance
Lack of health care
Blight
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The three top issues that respondents identified in the Fremont Community were “lack of housing
choices” (52%), “lack of activities for youth” (50%), and the “lack of employees” (33%). There
were also several “other” responses, with common themes pertaining to: lack of commercial
opportunities, environmental degradation, lack of transportation, a need for more community
events, and concerns regarding community leadership.
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Question 2: What are the characteristics of a community that you want to live in? Select
your top three characteristics.
Fast reliable internet/cell phone coverage
Retail and entertainment variety
Higher paying jobs
Natural areas
Access to recreation
Walkable
Diverse population
Good public transit; no need for a car
Like-minded people
Other (please specify)
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Responses were strongly geared toward economic development. The top choice was “fast and
reliable internet and cellphone coverage” (55%), followed by “retail and entertainment variety”
(54%) and “higher paying jobs” (44%).

Residential / Housing
Question 3: In which community do
you live?
Almost half (49.7%) of survey
respondents live in the City of Fremont,
just under one-quarter (23.5%) live in
Sheridan Charter Township, about onefifth (18.8%) live in Dayton Township,
and the remaining 7.9% live outside the
three jurisdictions.
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Question 4: What type of unit do you currently live in now, what type would you like to
live in now if it were available, and what type of unit would you like to live in 10 years
from now? (check all that apply for each column)
Midrise apartment/condo
Multi-unit apartment building
Triplex & Quadplex
Detached single-family homes
0%

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Live in currently

Would live in now (if available)

Want to live in the next 10 years

I have no interest in this type of unit
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Most survey respondents currently live in detached single-family homes. However, there is an
interest and need for different housing formats in the community, especially as people age. The
most desired alternative housing formats (non-single family) are midrise apartments/condos and
mixed-use units with about 7% of respondents wanting to live in these housing formats now if
they were currently available. In the next 10 years, about 20% of respondents want to live in a
midrise apartment/condo and 15% want to live in a townhouse.

Question 5: If each of the following types of homes were well-maintained and had a
similar aesthetic to your home, what is the closest you would be willing to live to each of
the options below?
Midrise apartment/condo
Mixed-use
Multi-unit apartment building
Townhome
Triplex & Fourplex
Duplex
0%
Next Door

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Across the street

In my neighborhood

Not in my neighborhood

Survey respondents are generally willing to live near different housing formats with over 40% of
respondents indicating a willingness to live either next door, across the street, or in the same
neighborhood as all housing formats listed, excluding multi-unit apartment buildings. The most
acceptable options were townhomes and duplexes.

Question 6: What type of home do you think is needed in the Fremont Community? (check
all that apply)
Single-family detached home (work-force housing)
Single-family detached home (higher-end housing)
Single-family attached home (i.e. townhouse)
Senior housing
Condominium (i.e. unit within a residential building)
Courtyard apartments
Midrise apartment
Duplex/Triplex Senior housing
Mixed-use (i.e. loft over a commercial use)
Other (please specify)
Co-housing
Mobile home park
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The top housing format needs were work-force single-family detached homes (49%), higher-end,
single-family detached homes (43%), townhouses (37%), and senior housing (35%). These
priorities indicate a preference for housing formats that integrate well into existing single-family
neighborhoods.
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Question 7: Do you rent or
own your home?
Most respondents own their
homes (77%). Respondents
who are not responsible for
housing costs represent
students who took the survey
(17%), and the remaining 6%
of respondents are renters.

Question 8: What price
range do you feel
financially comfortable
paying on a monthly rent?
This question was geared
specifically toward people
who rent their homes. Most
renters are not financially
comfortably paying over $900
per month on rent.
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Question 9: How strongly do you agree with the following statement "With my
household's current budget, I feel the housing options...."
....in Sheridan Charter Township are financially
attainable
....in The City of Fremont are financially attainable

....in Dayton Township are financially attainable
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%100%
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

N/A

This question was also specific to renters. Housing costs appear to be most unaffordable in the City
of Fremont, where 76% of the 19 respondents either disagreed or strongly disagreed that housing
options in the City of Fremont are financially attainable. Of the two townships, housing options in
Sheridan Charter Township appear to be more financially attainable for renters.

4

Question 10: In what price range do you feel financially comfortable buying a home?
I don't feel financially comfortable buying a home yet.
Over $1,000,000
$500,000 - $1,000,000
$250,001 - $500,000
$200,001 - $250,000
$150,001 - $200,000
$100,001 - $150,000
$80,001 - $100,000
$50,001 - $80,000
$20,000 - $50,000
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This question was specific to people who responded as homeowners. The greatest number of
respondents (28%) felt comfortable buying a home in the $150K - $200K price range.

Question 11: How strongly do you agree with the following statement "With my
household's current budget, I feel the housing options...."
....in Sheridan Charter Township are financially
attainable
....in The City of Fremont are financially
attainable
....in Dayton Township are financially attainable
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Disagree

Strongly Disagree

N/A

This is the same question the renters answered (see question #9), but it was specific to respondents
who own their homes. Housing options appear to be more financially attainable for this group in all
three jurisdictions with about 60% of all respondents strongly agreeing, agreeing, or neither
agreeing nor disagreeing that housing options are financially attainable in the Fremont Community.
Of the three jurisdictions, the City of Fremont appears to be the least financially attainable by a
small margin.
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Downtown Environment
Question 12: Excluding the impacts of
COVID-19, in the past five years, I think
the downtown / commercial districts
have...
The greatest percentage of respondents
(36%) indicated that the downtown /
commercial districts have stayed largely the
same over the past five years. An almost
equal percentage of respondents (38%),
however, believed that the downtown /
commercial districts have either improved
greatly or slightly over the past five years.
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Question 13: About how often do you go to the downtown / commercial districts?
Summer
Spring
Winter
Fall
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Survey respondents appear to visit the downtown / commercial districts most commonly on a
weekly basis year-round.

Question 14: What draws you to the downtown / commercial districts? (check all that
apply)
Dining (restaurants, bars)
Retail (shopping)
Events (fairs, festivals, community meetings)
Services (dentist, lawyer, engineer)
Entertainment (shows, movies, art gallery)
The opportunity to see other people
Other (please specify)
I don't come to the downtown / commercial districts
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The top three draws to the downtown / commercial districts for survey respondents were dining
(68%), retail (63%), and events (63%).
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Question 15: What type of retail would you like to see come to the downtown /
commercial districts, and how often would you frequent each type of store?
Sporting goods, hobby, book & music stores
Restaurant & drinking establishments
Motor vehicle & parts
Health & personal care stores
General merchandise stores
Gasoline stations
Furniture & home furnishing stores
Food & beverage stores
Florists
Electronic & appliance stores
Building materials, garden equipment & supply stores
Apparel stores

0% 10%20%30%40%50%60%70%80%90%100%
Daily

Weekly

Monthly

A few times a year

Never

The top three types of retail establishments that respondents would visit on either a daily or weekly
basis were “gasoline stations” (70%), “food & beverage stores” (67%), and “restaurant & drinking
establishments” (60%), indicating a desire for food-related retail.

Question 16: What type of
eating and drinking
establishments are needed
in the downtown /
commercial districts?
(check all that apply)
The top three desired types
of eating and drinking
establishments for survey
respondents were familyfriendly establishments
(64%), restaurant/bar
establishments (57%), and
cafés (49%).

Family-friendly
Restaurant and bar
Cafés
Farm to table
Fine dining
Brewpubs/Brewery
Chain restaurant
Ethnic food
Fast food
Other (please specify)
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
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Question 17: What types of services/spaces do you want to see in the downtown /
commercial districts, and how often would you frequent them on average?
Restaurants/cafés
Recreation/public spaces
Professional services (lawyer, accountant, dentist)
Pet boarding/care
Office space
Co-working space
Bars/entertainment venues
Banquet and event space
0% 10%20%30%40%50%60%70%80%90%100%
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A few times a year

Never

The top three types of services/spaces that respondents would visit on either a daily or weekly basis
were “restaurants/cafés” (60%), “recreation/public spaces” (32%), and “bars/entertainment
venues” (25%). Neither office nor co-working spaces received much interest from survey
respondents.

Question 18: To what extent do you agree with the following statement: "I would like to
start or expand a business in the downtown / commercial districts, but I am unaware of the
resources that could help me do that."
I do not wish to start or expand a business
Strongly disagree
Disagree
Neither agree nor disagree
Agree
Strongly agree
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Half of survey respondents indicated that they do not wish to start or expand a business in the
community. 25% of respondents, however, either agreed or strongly agreed with the statement
that they would like to start or expand a business in the downtown/commercial districts, but they
are unaware of the resources that could help them do so.
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Question 19: What are the top three elements of the downtown / commercial districts that
you would like to see prioritized?
Business recruitment to serve missing retail and services
Pedestrian-friendly and bicycle-friendly infrastructure
More frequent events and programming
Beautiful public space
Building façade improvements of existing buildings
Landscaping and tree canopy coverage
Design standards for construction of new businesses
Other (please specify)
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The top three elements of the downtown / commercial districts that respondents would like to see
prioritized were “business recruitment to serve missing retail and services” (54%), “pedestrianfriendly and bicycle-friendly infrastructure” (46%), and “more frequent events and programming”
(38%).

Question 20: What is
working well in
the downtown / commercial
districts?
This was an open-ended
question that garnered a lot of
responses (219). Common
responses and themes are
highlighted in the word cloud –
font size represents how often
respondents mentioned a
specific theme. The top three
themes for things that are
working well in the downtown
/ commercial districts were
aesthetics, parking, and
restaurants.
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Question 21: What could
be improved in
the downtown /
commercial districts?
This was another openended question that also
garnered many responses
(226). Common responses
and themes are highlighted
in the word cloud – font size
represents how often
respondents mentioned a
specific theme. The top three
themes for things that could
be improved in the
downtown / commercial
districts were restaurants,
appearance, and having
more activity opportunities.

Local Economy
Question 22: How important is it
to attract new businesses to the
Fremont Community?
It is very evident that attracting
new businesses is important to
survey respondents with 97% of
respondents believe that attracting
new businesses is either extremely
important (44%), very important
(35%), or somewhat important
(18%).

Question 23:
Please indicate
your current
employment
status.
The majority of
survey respondents
work full-time
(48%), followed by
23% who are
retired.

50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%
Extremely
Very
Somewhat Not so
Not at all
important important important important important

I work full-time
I am retired
I work part-time
I am in school
Unemployed but actively looking
Unemployed and not actively looking
0%

10

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

Question 24: To what degree
do you agree with the
following statement: "There
are sufficient employment
options that I am qualified for
within a reasonable commute
from my home."
The responses to this question
were somewhat varied; 39% of
respondents either strongly
agreed or agreed with the
statement, 24% disagreed or
strongly disagreed, and 21%
neither agreed nor disagreed. The
16% who answered N/A likely
represent students and retirees.
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Question 25: What sector do you work in?
N/A
Education services, health care, and social assistance
Other (please specify)
Professional/scientific/management/administrative services
Accommodation and food services
Finance, insurance, and real estate
Agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting, mining
Retail
Manufacturing
Public administration
Information
Arts, entertainment, and recreation
Construction
Transportation, warehousing, and utilities
Wholesale trade
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Aside from “N/A” (again, likely representing students and retirees), the most common sector of
employment for survey respondents was “education services, health care, and social assistance”
(15%).
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Recreation
Question 26: How satisfied are you with the parks and other recreation offerings in
the Fremont area?
Maintenance
Accessibility for disabled users
Non-motorized trails
Parking
Programming in parks (i.e. events, classes, etc.)
Size of parks
Number of parks
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%100%
Very satisfied

Satisfied

Neither satisfied nor unsatisfied

Dissatified

Very Dissatisfied

Generally, parks and recreation offerings in the Fremont area appear to be a strength. Very few
respondents were either dissatisfied or very dissatisfied with any of the parks and recreation
offerings. Programming in parks was the offering with the least amount of satisfaction, indicating
an area of potential focus for parks and recreation services.

Question 27: How satisfied
are you with the current level
of access to Fremont Lake?
Survey respondents were
generally satisfied with the
current level of access to
Fremont Lake with 62% of
respondents indicating that they
were either very satisfied or
satisfied.
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Very
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Satisfied

Neither Dissatisfied
Very
satisfied nor
dissatisfied
dissatisfied

Natural Features / Agriculture
Question 28: To what degree
do you agree with the
following statement:
"Natural features are an
asset to the Fremont
Community."
There is a strong support for
natural features in the Fremont
Community as 83% of survey
respondents either strongly
agree or agree that natural
features are an asset to the
Fremont Community.

Question 29: To what degree
do you agree with the
following statement: "The
Fremont Community's
natural features could be
more protected/preserved."
Many respondents also believed
that the Fremont Community’s
natural features could be more
protected / preserved with 59%
of survey respondents either
strongly agreeing or agreeing
with this statement.

Question 30: To what degree
do you agree with the
following statement: "The
Fremont Community's
agricultural land is an asset
to the community."
There is a strong support for
agricultural land in the Fremont
Community as 84% of survey
respondents either strongly
agree or agree that agricultural
land is an asset to the Fremont
Community.

45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
5%
0%
Strongly
agree

Agree

Neither Disagree Strongly I do not
agree nor
disagree know
disagree

Strongly
agree

Agree

Neither Disagree Strongly I do not
agree nor
disagree know
disagree

Strongly
agree

Agree

Neither Disagree Strongly I do not
agree nor
disagree know
disagree

45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
5%
0%

50%
45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
5%
0%

13

Question 31: To what degree
do you agree with the
following statement: "The
Fremont Community's
agricultural land could be
more protected/preserved."
Many respondents also believed
that the Fremont Community’s
agricultural land could be more
protected / preserved with 52%
of survey respondents either
strongly agreeing or agreeing
with this statement. 36% of
respondents, however, neither
agreed nor disagreed.

Question 32: To what degree
do you agree with the
following statement: "The
farming community has
adequate support from the
local government."
Most respondents neither
agreed nor disagreed (37%)
with the statement that the
farming community has
adequate support from the local
government. A large percentage
of respondents indicated that
they did not know (15%).
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Question 33: What strategies could the Fremont Community local government use to
better support the farming community?
There were six main themes suggested for strategies that the Fremont Community local
government could use to better support the farming community: Farmland easements, commercial
connections (i.e. farm-to-table opportunities), advertising, transportation, education scholarships,
and community events.

14

Visual Preferences
Question 34: Which residential development style do you prefer? Click the image to select.

1 STORY: 42%

2 STORY: 58%

By a slightly larger margin, survey respondents preferred 2-story units (58%) over 1-story units
(42%) for residential development.

Question 35: Which downtown aesthetic style do you prefer? Click the image to select.

EARTH / NATURAL TONES: 60%

COLORFUL / BRIGHT TONES: 40%

For aesthetic style, survey respondents most preferred Earth / natural tones (60%) over colorful /
bright tones (40%).
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Question 36: Which downtown building style do you prefer? Click the image to select.

TRADITIONAL: 87%

MODERN: 13%

Tradition building style was overwhelmingly the most popular choice among survey respondents
(87%) over modern building style (13%).

Question 37: Which auto oriented development and sign style do you prefer? Click the
image to select.

POLE SIGN: 39%

MONUMENT SIGN: 61%

Respondents preferred monument signs (61%) over pole signs (39%) for auto-oriented
development.
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Survey Respondent Information
Question 38: How did you hear
about the survey? (check all that
apply)

Social media
Other (please specify)
Word of mouth
Website
Newsletter
Postcard
Newspaper

People most commonly heard
about the survey via social media
(47%). “Other” responses were
predominantly “school,” referring
to the students who took the
survey in class.
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Question 39: What year did you move to the Fremont Area?
I was born and raised here, and have never left.
I was born here, left for school/career, and moved back
Before 2000
Between 2000-2010
Between 2010-2014
Between 2015-2019
This year (2020-2021)
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25%

The highest percentage of survey respondents moved to the area before 2000 (24%), followed
closely by those who were born and raised in the Fremont community and have never left (22%).

Question 40: How many members
of your household have a
disability?
Most respondents (78%) answered
that members of their households do
not have a disability; however, the
remaining 22% indicate that at least
one member of their households
lives with a disability.

100%
80%
60%
40%
20%
0%
0
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Question 41: How many members
of your household are under the
age of 18?
Just under half (47%) of survey
respondents do not have anyone in
their households under the age of
18. The remaining 53% of
respondents do have at least one
member in their households under
the age of 18, representing a large
percent of youth in the community.

Question 42: What age group do
you fall into?
The survey had extremely strong
youth representation, likely due to
the in-person community
engagement done at the high school
– 20.2% of those who completed the
survey were under the age of 18. By
a very small margin, the age group
with the highest response rate was
those over the age of 65 (20.5%).
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Gen Z Questions
The following questions were specific to those in the “under 18” and “18-24” age groups. The
questions varied depending on respondents’ plans for the next few years. There were 67
respondents who were eligible for the Gen-Z questions.

Question 43: What are your
plans in the next few years?
There were more respondents who
selected “I plan to move away”
(58%); however, quite a few
respondents indicated that they
plan to stay in the community or
close by (42%). Depending on how
respondents answered this
question, the subsequent questions
differed. Question 44 was for those
who answered, “I plan to stay in
the community or close by.”
Question 45 was for those who
answered, “I plan to move away.”
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I plan to stay in the
community or close by
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I plan to move away

Question 44: In the next few years I plan to:
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0%
Take some time to
evaluate my
options and next
steps

Find a job in the
immediate area

Find a job within Go to vocational
the region but live school but live in
in the community the community

Go to college but
live in the
community

For respondents who plan to stay in the community or close by, the most common response was
“go to college but live in the community” (39%).

Question 45: In the next few years I plan to:
70%
60%
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0%
Go to a
Go to a
Enlist in the Military
Find work in
Find work but NOT
college/university in college/university
Michigan but NOT
in Michigan
Michigan
but NOT in
here
Michigan

For the respondents who plan to move away, the most common response was “go to a college /
university in Michigan” (59%).
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Question 46: Do you ever plan on returning to the area?

60%

This question was specific to those respondents who plan to
move away to determine if they have any interest in ever
returning to the area. Responses were about equal with 46%
saying “yes” and 54% saying “no.” Once again, depending
on how respondents answered this question, the subsequent
questions differed. Question 47 was for those who answered
“yes,” and question 48 was for those who answered “no.”

Question 47: What is the
primary reason you are
returning?
The overwhelming top reason for
returning to the area was family
(56%), followed by friends (17%).
Note that the total number of
respondents for this question was
18.
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Question 48: What is your primary reason for not returning?
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No job opportunities My career goals can't be Wish to live elsewhere
within my area of
realized on return / in
expertise
the Fremont Community

Other (please specify)

The top reason selected for not returning to the Fremont Community was “my career goals can’t
be realized on return / in the Fremont Community. “Other” responses were focused on a lack of
activities / things to do in the area. Note that the total number of respondents for this question was
21.
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Additional Comments
Question 49: If you have additional comments you would like to provide as they relate to
the Master Plan please enter them below.
110 respondents left additional comments, predominantly re-iterating items already addressed in
the survey, indicating that they had no further comments, or offering appreciation for the survey.
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